2O6            ESOTERIC    CHRISTIANITY.

a radiant orb of Deity, the Divine Sub-
stance, Spirit within and limitation, or
Matter, without This is the veil of matter
which makes possible the birth of the
Logos, Mary, the World-Mother, neces-
sary for the manifestation in time of the
Eternal, that Deity may manifest for the
building of the worlds.

That circumscription, that self-limitation,
is the act of sacrifice, a voluntary action
done for love's sake, that other lives may
be born from Him. Such a manifestation
has been regarded as a death, for, in
comparison with the unimaginable life of
God in Himself, such circumscription in
matter may truly be called death. It has
been regarded, as we have seen, as a
crucifixion in matter, and has been thus
figured, the true origin of the symbol of
the cross, whether in its so-called Greek
form, wherein the vivifying- of matter by
the Holy Ghost is signified, or in its so-
callecl Latin, whereby the Heavenly Man
is figured, the supernal Christ1

"In tracing the symbolism of the Latin

cross,  or rather of the crucifix, back into

*C W. Leadbeater. The Christian Creed\ pp. 54-56.